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Abstract: As the most popular sports event in current society, urban marathon has its own laws of 
existence and development, and is deeply welcomed and favored by the urban masses. The 2025 
Wuhan Marathon is the eighth marathon event held in Wuhan. Although it has made significant 
improvement in various aspects compared to the first Wuhan Marathon, there are still certain 
problems due to the influence of event investment and project settings. Therefore, the author uses 
literature review and logical analysis to analyze the Wuhan Marathon since 2016, explores its 
advantages, disadvantages, opportunities, and challenges, and aims to provide countermeasures and 
suggestions for Wuhan to host the next high-level marathon event. 

1. Introduction of research methods 
1.1. Literature review method 

According to the needs of this study, I searched for relevant literature and information on this 
research through online resources and databases such as China National Knowledge Infrastructure, 
laying the foundation and theoretical support for the smooth progress of this study. 

1.2. Logical analysis method 
Comprehensively analyze and dissect the Wuhan Marathon event, summarize and generalize 

various aspects, analyze it through logical thinking, and explore its internal connections. 

2. Findings 
2.1. Overview of Wuhan International Marathon 

The 2025 Wuhan Marathon is a world gold standard event, and the World Association of 
Athletics Federations (IAAF) Branded Marathon is an iconic event certified by the IAAF, 
representing high-level marathon races worldwide. It conducts a comprehensive evaluation based 
on the competition organization, participant services, participation of elite athletes, and prize money 
of the event. The road running events certified in the latest regulations of the IAAF are divided into 
four label levels, namely White Gold Label, Gold Label, Elite Label, and Label[1]. The Wuhan 
International Marathon (hereinafter referred to as "Hanma") is jointly organized by the China 
Association of Athletics Federations, the Hubei Provincial Sports Bureau, and the Wuhan Municipal 
People's Government. It is jointly hosted by the Wuhan Municipal Sports Bureau and Wuhan Sports 
Development Investment Co., Ltd., and organized and operated by Wuhan Hanma Sports 
Management Co., Ltd. The entire race is divided into three categories, namely: full marathon, half 
marathon, and 13 kilometer run. The starting point of the Hanma route is located at the Hankou 
River Beach along the Yangtze River Avenue, passing through famous cultural and historical 
attractions such as Zhongshan Avenue, the old Hankou Liudu Bridge, the Yangtze River Bridge, and 
the Donghu Greenway, as well as landmarks with the characteristics of old Wuhan. The entire track 
is connected into a beautiful picture. 
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2.2. Strengths 
2.2.1. Rich experience in organizing competitions 

The organizers of the Hanma are the Chinese Athletics Association and local governments. The 
Chinese Athletics Association is the highest level organization and management unit of track and 
field sports in China, organizing important top track and field events including marathon events 
nationwide, such as the National Athletics Championships, various international and domestic 
marathon competitions, etc. It has rich experience in organizing such events. At the same time, the 
Chinese Athletics Association also has rich and high-quality sports resources, which can invite 
international outstanding track and field athletes to participate in the Hanma through special channels, 
ensuring the professional level and quality of Hanma participants. 

2.2.2. Reasonable line setting 
The 2025 Hanma race is divided into three different categories, with different endpoints set 

according to distance. Its main purpose is to avoid a large amount of congestion for participants and 
ensure the safety of athletes. This year's Hanma race highlights two theme greenways, "Hushan Road 
and Huzhong Road". The race has both uphill and downhill sections, as well as sections along the 
river and lake, making the entire race challenging to achieve good sports results. However, during the 
entire competition, athletes can appreciate the cultural landscape of Wuhan and feel the enthusiasm of 
the people[2]. Through interviews with participating athletes after the race, it is commented that the 
design of the Hanma route left people a "changing scenery" impression, which is also one of the 
characteristics of the Hanma competition. 

2.2.3. Comprehensive security and logistics support 
In order to ensure the smooth and orderly progress of this year's Hanma race, the Wuhan Public 

Security Bureau has set the safety risk of this Hanma race as a red level. To ensure the smooth 
operation of each track, a large number of security personnel on that day was employed to ensure the 
safety of the race. In addition, the Hanma organizing committee has set up energy supply stations for 
the runners at 12.5 kilometers, 17.5 kilometers, 21.0975 kilometers, 22.5 kilometers, 27.5 kilometers, 
32.5 kilometers, 35 kilometers, 37.5 kilometers, and 42.195 kilometers, maximizing the safety of the 
lives of the runners. The smooth process of this Hanma race is based on its excellent security and 
logistical support. 

2.3. Weaknesses 
2.3.1. Insufficient setting of Hanma racing events and number of participants 

The project settings of this year's Wuhan Marathon are divided into three categories: full marathon, 
half marathon, and 13 kilometer run. Compared with marathon events in other cities, the number of 
project settings is relatively small. In recent years, in order to make marathon events more close to life 
and meet the participation enthusiasm of runners, many city marathon events have not only set up full 
marathon, half marathon, and healthy run projects, but also set up mini marathon, parent-child 
marathon, and public welfare marathon projects, which can allow more marathon lovers to directly 
participate in the marathon sport, improve their exercise enthusiasm. This year's Hanma competition 
attracted 452317 participants worldwide. However, due to limitation on the number of people in each 
event, 40000 participants from 36 countries and regions were selected by drawing lots. Nearly 80% of 
the participants were unable to participate in this Hanma competition. Therefore, in the future 
organization of Hanma, this problem should be fully considered. While ensuring safety, more 
marathon enthusiasts should be allowed to participate in the competition, promoting the development 
and popularization of Wuhan's national fitness movement, which is conducive to the formation and 
shaping of Wuhan's marathon culture. 

2.3.2 Low investment and prize money in the competition 
In China, the main sources of funding for marathon events are full government funding, 
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differential funding, and self financing. Especially in recent years, the rapid development of marathon 
events has led to a gradual socialization of funding sources. When the financial capacity and demand 
level of local governments cannot be balanced, the country and government need to fully mobilize 
more social forces to join the operation of marathon events and provide more economic support for 
them. This is also a trend in the current development of marathon events. The title sponsor of the 2025 
Hanma is Bank of China, the official partners are OCT and Xtep, and the official suppliers are Ipoh, 
Magic, Sunshine Insurance, etc. From the funds raised from these corporate sponsors and 
advertisements, it seems that the ideal goal has not been achieved. At the same time, the prize money 
for the Hanma is relatively low, with a total prize money of about 1.4 million yuan (RMB), of which 
the champion prize money is 100,000 RMB, and the prize money for the champion that does not meet 
the time requirement is halved. Compared with foreign marathon events, there is a significant gap, 
such as the London Marathon, where the investment of funds is over 40 million US dollars per session, 
and the champion prize money is set as high as 255000 US dollars[3]. Only under the drive of a good 
competition environment and high prize money, more and more high-level athletes can be 
encouraged to participate in Hanma, thus the athletic level of marathon events is improved, which is 
also a shortcoming in the current development of Hanma. 

2.3. Opportunities 
2.3.1. Establishing the image of a national civilized city and improving the status of Wuhan 

In 2013, Wuhan proposed to build a national central city, and in the national city ranking, Wuhan 
has already reached the forefront of the second tier or quasi first tier city rankings released 
domestically. At the same time, on February 28, 2015, Wuhan was awarded the fourth National 
Civilized City and is currently actively creating the fifth National Civilized City. The successful 
hosting of the Hanma has greatly promoted the positive development of urban sports, laying a good 
economic and mass foundation and conditions for building a national central city. At the same time, 
the establishment of sports in national civilized cities is an important evaluation indicator and 
reference for spiritual civilization. The hosting of Hanma can greatly enhance the public's sense of 
identification with Wuhan, feel the Wuhan spirit of "daring to be the first and pursuing excellence", 
and thereby enhance Wuhan's urban status and reputation both domestically and internationally. 

2.3.2. Transforming government functions, promoting the level of Hanma racing 
In March 2013, China held the first meeting of the 12th National People's Congress. At the 

meeting, Premier Li Keqiang clearly pointed out that the core of the reform of China's government 
institutions is to transform the functions of the government, achieve the goal of streamlining 
administration and delegating power, give a high degree of flexibility to the market economy, do well 
in the responsibilities of government institutions, and serve the masses to the greatest extent. This is 
suit for sports events. In the past, major domestic sports events were often led and operated by the 
government. This model can, to a certain extent, maximize the advantages of the government 
resources, achieve the goal of focusing on major events, and lay a solid foundation for the smooth 
progress of sports events. However, in the context of the market economy, this model lacks some 
flexibility., highlighting a certain lag[4]. In the process of deepening national reform and against the 
backdrop of the times, the government has streamlined administration and delegated power, 
following the laws of the market economy. This has provided more opportunities and greater space 
for the development of sports events. Therefore, the hosting and operation of the Wuhan Marathon 
will also face more challenges and opportunities from the market. It is precisely because of these 
challenges and opportunities that the Wuhan Marathon will be promoted to a higher level of 
development. 

2.3.3. Promoting public awareness of marathon sports and expanding the foundation of public 
participation 

Marathon is a traditional and ancient sport that has been overlooked by the general public for a 
considerable period of time due to its long distance, heavy workload, and intensity. However, in 

257



recent years, with the rise of urban marathon events in China, marathon has gradually entered 
people's vision. Wuhan, as the largest and only sub provincial city in Central China, has a permanent 
population of over 11 million. The total number of registrations for this marathon in Wuhan is over 
450000, including those from other provinces and cities, foreign marathon enthusiasts, and school 
students. Compared with the total number of permanent residents in Wuhan, the ratio of the total 
number of registrations for the Hanma is relatively low, indicating that Wuhan citizens are lack of 
interest in marathon events. The hosting of this year's Hanma race, through professional event 
organization and guidance, comprehensive logistics support, and multi-faceted media promotion and 
dissemination, Hanma has become a high-level marathon event in China. On the day of the Hanma, 
the Wuhan people on both sides of the track gave enthusiastic cheers to the athletes. At the same time, 
it also allowed the Wuhan people to appreciate the charm of marathon sports, deepen their 
understanding and knowledge of marathon sports, stimulate their interest and enthusiasm in 
participating in marathon sports, and lay a solid mass foundation for the development of Wuhan 
Marathon sports and the implementation of comprehensive fitness plans. 

2.4. Challenges 
2.4.1. Inadequate sports rule of law 

Sports rule of law refers to the legal mechanisms related to legislation, compliance, enforcement, 
and supervision in the process of sports activities. It is an important prerequisite and foundation for 
ensuring the smooth and orderly conduct of sports activities. The earliest sports law in China was 
promulgated in 1995, and its existence is of great significance for the construction of sports rule of 
law. With the construction of the socialist market economy, there have been significant changes in 
various aspects compared to before. Although sports projects have been modified and improved 
based on the first Sports Law, objectively speaking, there are still significant loopholes in China's 
sports rule of law construction, reflecting the characteristics of imperfection and incompleteness. 
There are unfair law enforcement and illegal transactions in sports competitions, which seriously 
hinder the healthy and orderly development of sports events. The existence of these phenomena 
urgently requires sound and comprehensive sports regulations to supervise and create a favorable 
environment for the smooth progress of various sports events. For the Hanma or other domestic 
marathon events, it is also necessary to establish a sound legal regulation to create a good competition 
environment. Only in this way can the healthy and civilized development of marathon events be 
guaranteed, and the level of competition be promoted to a higher level. 

2.4.2. Competitive Marathon race environment  
Marathon events have a relatively short development history in China, but they are already highly 

influential sports events abroad. For example, famous marathon events abroad include the New York 
Marathon in the United States, the Paris Marathon in France, the Berlin Marathon in Germany, and so 
on, all of which have great international recognition. In contrast, well-known marathon events in 
China include the Beijing Marathon and Xiamen Marathon, and the Beijing Marathon has become 
one of the top ten marathon events in the world. However, compared with top international marathon 
events, there is still a significant gap in both event investment and athlete level. The hosting of this 
year's Hanma is not comparable to top international marathon events in terms of event scale and level. 
Compared with well-known domestic marathon events, There is still a certain gap, therefore, in order 
to turn the Hanma into a city card of Wuhan, it is necessary to refer to well-known international and 
domestic marathon events, strive to improve its level in all aspects, attract more outstanding 
high-level athletes to participate, highlight its own characteristics and advantages in the fierce 
competition of marathon events, and try to create first-class marathon events both domestically and 
internationally[5]. 

2.4.3. The problem with air quality 
Environmental issues have become a global problem and dilemma. In recent years, the air quality 

in Wuhan has been declining year by year, especially during the winter season when haze weather 

258



persists, seriously hindering the normal lives of citizens. Marathon sports are long-distance and 
long-term outdoor activities that require high outdoor air quality. At the same time, air quality will 
also become one of the important factors affecting the city's hosting of high-level marathon events. 
The 17th Beijing Half Marathon Open held on December 17, 2016 was forced to postpone due to 
severe air pollution[6]. Therefore, if Wuhan wants to make marathon events an international major 
event and a regional long-term event, it must concern about air quality issues and adopt necessary 
means and measures to strictly control air quality. The 2024 Wuhan Marathon used artificial rainfall 
to intervene in weather conditions, ensuring that participating athletes can compete in environments 
with relatively low humidity[7]. 

3. Research conclusions and recommendations 
3.1. Conclusion 

The successful hosting of this year's Hanma is attributed to the rich experience of the organizers in 
organizing races, as well as the scientific and reasonable setting of the race track, which allows 
athletes to experience the characteristics of "big river, big lake, and big Wuhan"  and is known as the 
most beautiful race track. In addition, perfect security and logistical support are the foundation and 
conditions for the smooth progress of Hanma. However, compared with major domestic and 
international marathon events, Hanma still faces problems such as insufficient project and number 
settings, low event investment and prize money, which will seriously hinder the level and quality of 
Hanma events. 

In the current era, the successful hosting of Hanma racing events is due to the following 
opportunities: first, the transformation of government functions greatly promotes the improvement of 
the level of Hanma racing events; second, beneficial for establishing the image of a national civilized 
city and enhancing the status of Wuhan city; third, greatly promote the public's understanding of 
marathon sports and expand the foundation of public participation. However, for the Hanma itself, it 
faces crises such as the lack of sound sports laws, intense competition in the marathon race, and poor 
air quality. 

3.2. Suggestions 
(1) In order to elevate Hanma to a high-level event level, it is necessary to learn from and draw on 

the experience of major marathon events at home and abroad, and encourage more social forces to 
participate in the organization and operation of Hanma events. 

(2) In order to achieve sustainable and healthy development of Hanma, it is necessary to expand 
the number of marathon participants, set up various types of marathon projects according to the needs 
of different groups, increase the investment and prize money of the event, and attract more high-level 
athletes to participate in Hanma events. 

(3) Establish sound laws and regulations related to marathon events, actively enhance the ability 
and level of running marathon events in Wuhan, align it with internationally renowned marathon 
events, increase monitoring of Wuhan's air quality, and take necessary measures and means to 
improve air quality. 
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