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Abstract: So far, western critics have different views on the nature and characteristics of the British
novel art in the nineteenth century, but basically reached a consensus, that is, starting with Jane
Austen, female writers have begun to enter the stage of British literature. Jane Austen is not only a
cross-century novel star, but also with Charlotte Blunt and other outstanding female writers in the
history of British novels to create a history of writing literary novels with women, opening a new
chapter in the history of British literature. This article compares the literary status of Austin and
Bronte.
1. Introduction
1.1 Brief Description of the Author
These two female writers, Austin and Bronte, were outstanding in the literary world of the
nineteenth century. Their literary works greatly promoted the development of British novels, and at
the same time made important contributions to the progress of British novels. The artistic styles of the
two female writers have influenced the female writers of the same period and even later generations.
The study of Austin and Bronte's literary works will help us understand the development of the art of
British female fiction in the nineteenth century. Austin and Bronte have a wide range of themes. This
article analyzes the more classic works of the two, so as to compare the cultural status of Austin and
Bronte.
1.2 Selection of Research Articles in This Article
Literary works are like sharp blades that are constantly being polished. In the creations of Austin
and Bronte, they are also constantly changing and perfecting their own novel art. Therefore, at
different stages, the style and artistic value of literary works are also different. of. This article mainly
studies the two works of Austin's “Pride and Prejudice” and Bronte's “Jane Eyre”. These two novels
can be said to be the most significant research books of the two authors, and they have the
characteristics of reflecting the author's style. Good reference value, vividly showing the similarities
and differences between the two authors.
2. The Similarities and Differences of Research Writing Techniques between Pride and
Prejudice and Jane Eyre.
2.1 Theme Selection and Topic Features of “Pride and Prejudice” and “Jane Eyre”
“Pride and Prejudice” vividly reflects the morals and values of the middle and upper classes in
England in the nineteenth century. And the attitude of love and marriage. The novel describes the five
daughters of Mrs. Bennet. Jane, Elizabeth. The love of Mary, Catherine and Delia and some wealthy
gentlemen. The novel takes the love story between Darcy and Elizabeth as the main line, revealing all
kinds of pride and prejudice between them. Ultimately eliminate each other's prejudice. The process
of getting a happy marriage. Obviously, this novel mainly deals with how individuals obtain personal
happiness under the influence of traditional moral concepts and secular prejudices. Among all the
love stories in Austin, Pride and Prejudice is the most romantic novel. On the theme of the novel.
Brontë's “Jane Eyre” and Austin's “Slowness and Prejudice” have similarities. “Jane Eyre” also
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describes a tortuous and romantic love story. This novel focuses on the growth of the heroine Jane and
the love story between her and the gentleman Rochester. It vividly reveals the complex emotional
world of the male and female protagonists (also including their slowness and prejudice and their final
happy ending. In the novel, Bronte not only shows the reader the possibility of realizing noble love,
but also success. Shaped the image of a new British woman in the nineteenth century, advocating
equality, pursuing independence, and pursuing beautiful ideals. In this regard, it is a very romantic
novel. Although in terms of themes, plots and characters, the two novels have their own Features. But
they vividly reflect all aspects of social life and morality in Britain in the nineteenth century.
2.2 The Similarities and Differences of Emotional Expression in the Author's Works
The works of “Slowness and Prejudice” and “Jane Eyre” reveal the “evolution of art in novels” in
the nineteenth century. The love stories described in “Slowness and Prejudice” and “Jane Eyre” not
only It is idealism in the novel. Although they can still be included in the list of realist novels, their
romanticism is obvious, and the two novels take love as the central element. And all have a happy
ending. Obviously, this form of novel is closely related to the romantic literature across the continent
in the early nineteenth century.
In addition, these two novels also reveal another “evolution of novel art” in the nineteenth century.
That is, it gradually shifts from reflecting the moral state of the society to expressing the writer's
personal life experience and artistic tendency. It can be said that it quietly opened the prelude to the
British autobiographical novel. Austin may be the first person in the nineteenth century to synthesize
the art of using Richardson and Fielding's novels. In this process of synthesis and development, she
promoted the evolution of novels in the nineteenth century. Produced a personal feeling that not only
records social life but also reflects the writer
By the works of art. therefore. Austin is not only a cross-century writer, but also a novelist who
links past and future art. in some sense. “Pride and Prejudice” is a novel based on the history and
existing conditions of the 18th century fiction art. It depends on the development trend of British
literature at that time and survives the work containing a new tone and a new attitude.
2.3 Similarities and Differences in Art Form
In terms of art form. “Pride and Prejudice” and “Jane Eyre” fully embodies the basic
characteristics of the 19th century novels. In general, Austin and Bronte paid great attention to the use
of dramatic dialogues and scenes to reveal themes. Render the atmosphere and artistic features. The
two novels of Wang Shi also clearly reflect the respective artistic characteristics of the two writers.
Austin is known for his humor and satire. And Bronte has a particularly favorite image and symbol. It
should be said that the narrative methods of these two novels have their own advantages and
disadvantages. “Pride and Prejudice” uses the omniscient narrative technique that Austin is very good
at. She combined the aesthetic consciousness and moral concepts of 19th century writers, as well as
the tone of humor and irony. Combining complex confrontation with simple solutions in the process
of transformation, and thus made some modifications to the narrative form of Fielding's “Epic
Comedy Novel”. In a sense, “Pride and Prejudice” successfully transformed familiar elements into
artistic themes. Therefore, although this novel has the characteristics of traditional art, it is a “new
discovery of traditional forms.” However, it is different from Austin. Bronte uses the first-person
narrative form in her novels. “Jane Eyre” takes the heroine herself as the narrator. She looked at the
past with the eyes of an artist. Describe their childhood loneliness with a kind of indiscreet self-pity.
All kinds of discrimination, injustice and ups and downs of youthful emotions suffered. Because of
this, Jane's narration not only fully reveals her own inner world, but also reflects a certain degree of
subjectivity and uncertainty.
Jane Austen and Charlotte Brontë, are the two female writers of the 18th and 19th centuries from
British. Their typical fictions are Pride and Prejudice, and Jane Eyre respectively. However,
comments on their literary skills are so different. Some believe that Brontë’s fiction can better
represent the “self-independence” of feminism in that period of time, while others hold a totally
different opinion that Austen’s conservative, dignified writing style deserves a higher social status.
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Well, there is no doubt that Austen scored a complete victory in this game, thanks for her wise theme
selection, amazing character creation, and her influence on the modern world.
2.4 Similarities and Differences in Creative Skills
In terms of creative skills, the two female writers give full play to their artistic advantages. Use
superb artistic techniques to show the theme of the novel and shape the image of the characters. In
“Pride and Prejudice”, one of the most eye-catching and most successful artistic techniques is the
author's satire skills. In fact. The wonderful opening of this novel laid the irony of the whole tone.
Austin's satire technique is not only complicated and interesting. And it is dynamic and dramatic.
The author usually conveys the satirical effect of the work through comic dialogues between the
central part of the novel and appropriate dramatic scenes and characters. E.g. The relationship
between Darcy and Elizabeth has become the subject of satire and ridicule, and this relationship
dominates the novel. When Darcy gave up his arrogant plan to marry Elizabeth, Elizabeth was full
of “prejudice”; when Elizabeth was very willing to marry Darcy, Darcy seemed completely
indifferent. same. Austin begins his novel about the money-led marriage and Mrs. Bennet's
ambitions, and ironically reveals the “well-known truth” through the marriage of Elizabeth and Jane.
Although Mrs. Bennett did not play an active role in these two successful marriages. In addition,
Austin's description of the role also has a strong irony. Such as Elizabeth's wrong judgment on love
and marriage. And Bronte makes extensive use of psychological descriptions and picturesque
scenery descriptions as well as in-depth analysis of his inner ways. You have your own thoughts
and feelings for everything you see and hear around you. The emotional color is rich and strong.
The skills of metaphor, anthropomorphism, and parallelism are fully displayed, and the rich
vocabulary of imagination is huge, which is impressive.
Starting with her choice on fiction’s topic, Austen seemed much clever than Brontë.
“The conclusion we reached - that her novels are unusual in their focus on the ordinary - was not
obvious at the outset.” [1] In several of her popular works, such as Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield
Park, and Emma, Austen used themes that she is most familiar with: the life of the middle-class
people in the 18th century in British. Since Austen herself was a daughter of a middle-class squire, the
settings like balls, picnics, outings in spring…were easy for her to depict, which made the scenery in
her works vivid and attractive. Just like the comment to her from British reviewer Ellen: “It (Jane
Austen’s work) is the last and the most beautiful flower of an 18th-century garden.” [2]
3. Comparison of Literary Status
However, for Charlotte Brontë, she could not express her own thoughts clearly in her works and
sometimes chose the topic she was unfamiliar with to convey her literary ideal. For instance, in her
most famous novel, Jane Eyre, the love story between Jane and Rochester makes some readers
confused. The “self-independence” advocated by both the heroine and Brontë seems contrary to the
ending that the heroine becomes equal status with her lover just because she reaches economic
freedom. Jane, didn’t you say: “Although I am poor, plain, we pass the grave and stood before the god
equal.”? Then why your mother based your equality on wealth in the end? This contradicts Brontë’s
own theme. Plus, in her fiction Shirly, she again tried the topic she is unfamiliar with: the labor
movement. Even though Brontë felt really proud of her achievement and made a long preface to
praise her work, after a little popular period of publication, no one paid much attention to it. Therefore,
I will claim that at least Austen is a smart writer who knows to choose the topics she knew very well
to write about.
As for the character creation, Austen created well-rounded people that are not distinct bad or good
people. For example, in her novel, Mansfield Park, Maria, the cousin of our heroine Fenny, is a vain
but charming lady. Although the fiction emphasized her vanity, arrogance, and conceit, we could also
find some good traits in her: her little kindness to Fenny, her brilliant talent, rich knowledge, and her
polite manner (even though it changes sometimes). Even the famous literary theorist Foster pointed
out that, the minor character under Austen’s pen is “unparalleled”. [3] Even if it's just some minor
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characters, Jane Austen still carves with great care. “In all Austen's works, there are many characters
of this type. They look simple and flat on the surface and can be recognized without more
introduction, but they also have depth - such as Tierney, Mr. Woodhouse, Lucas, and so on. She could
put on her characters such signs as “perception”, “pride”, “sensitivity” and “prejudice”, but they are
not limited by such signs. “ [3]
On the contrary, let’s see the antagonist in Brontë’s fiction. Miss Ingram, the same proud noble
lady as Maria, nevertheless, seems flat and has only one specific type of personality. She seems like a
proud, hollow noble girl without any advantages that can be praised. Miss Ingram's existence is only
to promote the development of love between the hero and heroine. Foster also stated in his book:
“Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre is one of the best examples of a cabin being regarded as a mansion.” [4],
her minor character is flat and tedious.
Last but not least, it is necessary for us to compare Austen and Brontë’s social influence to the
public right now. Because of her elegant writing style, Austen is sought by not only critics but also
readers in the later generations. There is a term in English called: Janeite, which refers to the fans of
Jane Austen in nearly 100 years. Austen’s books always ranked in the top 5 of the best books list
selection for many years. Her novels also adapted to the movies and televisions, and there are 9
versions of Pride and Prejudice alone. In contrast, there are only 5 versions of the only one book from
Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre. And Brontë does not have any other adaptions of her other novels now.
Moreover, Jane Austen even became a commercial chain: there is a chess company that designed a
type of “pride and prejudice” chess for players, there is a specific website to test whether you are the
“Janeite”, and there is even a ball held for Austen’s fans to commemorate the 100th anniversary of her
death. [5] Therefore, from the social impact aspect, Austen is obviously better than Brontë.
4. Conclusion
There is no doubt that our queen, Jane Austen, with her beautiful writing style, meticulous
description, conveys her passion and love for the world in her works, which perfectly deserves her
position in the history of literature over Charlotte Brontë.
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