






 

until the day when God will deign to reveal the future to man, all human wisdom is contained in 
these two words- wait and hope.” In The Shawshank Redemption Andy’s path to redemption is 
fighting against his ego in the dark, and after all roads are cut off, he can still dig one to freedom. 
“Fear can hold you prisoner, hope can set you free. A strong man can save himself, a great man can 
save another.” This trip of redemption is the power to face the hardship directly driven by his own 
potential, to attain his goal without dreaming the outside power and to choose his own knowledge 
and expertise. So when people see Andy crawl out of the sewer and embrace the freedom in the 
storm, they burst into tears because they are shocked. This way of redemption comes down to the 
bottom of people’s heart without fancy package and without fight for wealth, and every one can 
reach the goal with their own perseverance and willpower. In this film there is a line “there is 
something… inside… that they can not get to…that is hope”. The same word “hope” in these works 
are expressed accidentally, which shows on the same road to redemption the same theme is equally 
advocated. 

In sum, the same redemption in these two stories is realized in different ways. After reading one 
story, people feel delighted and are convinced that when they are confronted with hardship they 
should not feel defeated, instead, they should believe they are bound to find a way to win. After 
reading another story, people feel released and shocked and are convinced that even all the roads are 
cut off, they can still dig one with hope and perseverance. 

5. Conclusion 
The Shawshank Redemption and The Count of Monte Cristo are two stories featuring the same 

encouraging theme. The deep analysis of the two works can give enlightenment to people in the 
current situation. Pursuing freedom and love, finding rescue and fighting in desperate circumstances 
coincide with the current values of people. The analysis in multiple perspectives can help form 
correct understanding to these two works and fully play an important educational role. 
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