








Andreev made a deep research on peoples' fear of encountering unexpected events, unknown forces
and misfortunes, of the blankness of world illusions, and of loneliness of human beings. He found
the metaphysical basis in the social crisis and moral crisis of Russia at the turn of the century and
depicted it through art forms. He paid close attention to the aesthetic principle of the phenomenon
of “no faith” and noted that “no faith” is a kind of reality, which has the social nature and profound
connotation far beyond the social nature. Andreev's early novels, reflecting the crisis of human
ideology at the turn of the century, show an important feature of his creation view: trying to achieve
the symbolization of events described by the expansion of internal forms in the short story.

In Andreev's early novels, the realism tradition of Russian literature is ambiguous, because the
fate of the protagonist is only a sign, which has lost its specific social significance; what it transmits
is a kind of illusory “negative energy” 1. In order to stimulate the readers, Andreev chose the most
expressive technique, arranged sudden and horrible plots, and tried to capture the fatalistic power
that affected the fate of characters; he also visualized and personified this kind of power.
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